
Vol. 8 Issue 1 May, 2011 

                            News from Hubbell House Alliance  

       Board Chair Robert Trujillo and Co -Chair Frances Ray 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your support as 
members, neighbors, visitors, tourists and volunteers of the Gutierrez 
Hubbell House.  The vision of so many has become a reality through 
continued wise and tedious work.  As you all know success begets suc-
cess and new visions are manifesting which require more fund-raising, 
event planning and program initiation.  Please mark your calendars for 
July 23rd when we celebrate with fine dinner, music, dance and net-
working at the Denim and Diamonds Gala.  Tickets and reservations 
now available!   

Our Board 

We thankfully welcome and introduce three new Hubbell House Alli-
ance Board Members:  Dr. Troy Ainsworth, HHA Secretary received 
his doctorate from Texas Tech University and has had an extensive ca-
reer in planning, historic preservation and federal, state and local his-
toric preservation law.  He lives in Los Lunas with his wife Christina 
and son Troy Charles;  Samuel Sisneros, former senior archivist with 
the New Mexico State Archives presently serves as archivist with the 
Center for Southwest Research at the University of New Mexico;  
Sarah Nieto, business owner of Family Affair is sales and events man-
ager for the Radisson and Hilton Hotels and has founded experience in 
planning and event fund raising; With the continued planning and work 
of our existing Board Members John Chester, Julia Seligman, Theresa 
Trujeque and Peter Ives we are looking to more success.  

Our Agriculture, Our Fields  

This spring invites much earth and ditch water to move and free garden-
ing workshops to happen here at the Gutierrez Hubbell House on ten 
acres of Bernalillo County Parks and Recreation, Open Space.  Please 
note the schedule for these free Backyard Farming Series - open to all.  
Our north field is now ripped, plowed and laser leveled  - thanks to the 
leadership of Joran Viers, New Mexico State University Agriculture 
Extension Office and Bernalillo County Parks and Recreation Open 
Space.  This two-year project will yield fertile health of this acreage by 
next year. 

Also, our middle field and orchard has taken on a wealthy reality.  Mas-
ter gardener and Americorp volunteer Gabe Bauman Baker has for sev-
eral months repaired and installed drip irrigation, built trellises, pruned 
grape vines, transplanted blackberries, plowed and tilled new vegetable 
beds.  The acequias are now watering our fields with Gabe at the com-
puerta. We are deeply thankful Gabe!   

We thank Bernadette Torres, herbalist, and instructor with Shabetaôs 
Healing Garden, and her students for help in our demo garden. 

Bernalillo County Commissioner Art DeLaCruz has announced the 
County purchase of the Chavez Property, 5945 Isleta SW, immediately 

Frances Ray, honored by Bernalillo County Board 
of Commissioners with 2011 South Valley Out-

standing Citizen Award-SV Pride Day May 22nd. 

north of us.  The Commissioner 
has invited us, the Pajarito Village 
Association and South Valley 
Neighborhood Coalition Commu-
nity to discuss ideas for the house 
on this property.   The agricultural 
area is being prepared as a tree 
nursery and sod farm to feed into 
other Parks and Recreation 
spaces.  We look forward to our 
existing walking trail being ex-
tended around the Chavez prop-
erty/Hubbell North. 

        Our History, Culture, 
Community and Programming 
We are continually advancing our 
History Alive Program with the 
oral history project lead by two 
star sophomores from South Val-
ley Academy High School, Ve-
ronica Maldonado and Arturo 
Castillo.  They have videotaped 
interviews with Madge Hubbell, 
Marion Isadoro, Frances Ray, 
Margie Hlava, Carol Chapman 
and Juan Carrillo all community 
elders and Gutierrez Hubbell fam-
ily members who remember and 
recall stories, activities and anec-
dotes of this magnificent space 
and the community who created it.   

As a celebration of Womenôs His-
tory Month we partnered with the 
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Bernallillo County Open Space  

Backyard Farming Series, 2011 
 

This yearôs series includes a larger hands-on component so that participants can get practical experience trans-

forming their backyards into a thriving urban oasis of food medicine and wildlife habitat.  The series started in 

February with fruit tree pruning and plant selection..  Tool management was covered in March.  Drip irrigation 

and preparing garden beds were two sessions held in April.   

 

May 21 Living Gracefully with Insects 

Discover how to attract insects  with insectory plants and deter pests without using harsh chemicals.  Also, cre-

ate habitat by building wood burrowing and topbar bee houses. 

July 30 Fall Gardens and Season Extensions 

Transition from season to season for year round growing by starting seeds in flats, setting up row covers and 

hoop houses and strategically shading for summer plants. 

August 27 Food Processing 

Discover both old school and new techniques for  preserving food from your garden to fully enjoy the fruits of 

your labor 

June 4, August 6 and October 22 Composting Classes 

Master Composters hold ongoing classes throughout the year from 9:30am.-12:30pm 

 

Registration starts at 9:30am. Sessions 10 am.-2pm 

Space is limited, to RSVP email calangan@bernco.gov or call 505 314-0398   

More information is available at www.bernco.gov/openspace 

Outdoor Screening of  
Green Fire:  

Aldo Leopold and a Land 
Ethic for Our Time   

May 20 

7:30-10:00pm  
Gutierrez-Hubbell House  

outdoor grounds.  
Preceded by the Leopold Legacy 
Film Competition Award Cere-

mony  
 

We will screen this inspiring film 
about Aldo Leopoldõs life out-
doors, under the stars, at the 

Gutierrez Hubbell House. We 
will start the evening by ac-

knowledging the winners of the 
Legacy Film Competition and 
learning about our current day 

environmental heroes.  
 

This event is free and open 
to all.  RSVP  calan-

gan@bernco.gov  

San Ysidro y Santa Maria 
de la Cabeza 

South Valley Celebration! 
 Saturday, May 14, 2011 at 10am 

Procession starts at corner of 
Isleta & Arenal at the San Ysidro 
Carousel to the La Plazita Gar-

dens/ Sanchez Farm for an 
interfaith blessing of acequia & 

fields 
Mantanza  

following the ceremony! 
Parking at St. Anneõs Church 

(1400 Arenal SW) 
Supported by: American Friends Ser-
vice Committee, Circular Solar Olliln 

Xochipilli, La Plazita Institute, the Na-
tional Hispanic Cultural Center, South 
Valley Regional Association of Acequias 

For more information,  
contact:  842-7343 

Gabe Bauman Baker master gardener 

and AmeriCorp volunteer growing our 

middle field.  

Thank you Albuquerque Community Foundation, Jane 
and Doug Swift Fund for Art and Education for the grant 
received last year and again this year 2011 all to support 
our programming here at the Gutierrez Hubbell House.  
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National Hispanic Cultural Centerôs 
Women and Creativity series of 
events.  At the Gutierrez Hubbell 
House, Weaving Ourselves Whole 
was a gathering from the Womenôs 
Recovery Academy, Young Women 
United with health education. 
Speakers including Tessa Cordova 
with her presentation Tradition and 
Ritual Along El Camino Real del 
Tierra Adentro and Veronica 
Maldonado who presented her re-
search on Juliana ñJulianitaò 
Gutierrez.  Mayahuel honored us 
with a blessing prior to the event in 
the Conchero Azteca Chichimeca 
tradition.  Musician Lenore Armijo 
drew in dancers with her song. 

                Our Docents 

Our Gutierrez Hubbell House Do-
cent team: Marion Isidoro, Kathleen 
Miller, Mac Rodriguez, Ruben Cas-
tillo, John Chester, Chuck Dotson, 
Leslie Fincher, Sandy Head, Margie 
Hlava, Frances Ray, Mary Frances 
Sanchez, Julia Seligman, Laura Tor-
res and Mary Tyler.   These individ-
ual volunteers, led by veteran Do-
cent Chair Carol Chapman, serve as 
tour guides of our Gutierrez Hubbell 
House Museum every Tuesday, 
Thursday and Saturday from 10am 
to 2pm. They greet our visitors and 
offer them a view of history of this 
land, this museum and the families 
who have been a part of it. 

Our Museum, Our Artifacts,  

                  Our Plans 

Our Museum Committee reviews 
artifacts donated to the Gutierrez 
Hubbell House and accepts them 
based on whether they are relevant 
to the Museum plans. 

Also, an Exhibit Master Plan for our 
Museum is in process with Sight-
works Director Dr. Chris Musello.  
His meetings and brainstorming ses-
sions with stakeholders, stewards, 
board members, neighbors and com-
munity members have opened up 
new ideas for the future of our home 
and land.  This plan will develop the 
educational and exhibit potential 
with respect to this land, history, 
community, tradition, agriculture, 
sustainability and the evolving ways 
of life along our Camino Real. 

     Our Library, Our Archives  

We thank Andres Armijo for a copy 
of his recent publication Becoming a 
Part of My History, an account of 
his family and cultural legacy in Al-
buquerque and we thank David 
Remley for his title Bell Ranch: 
Cattle Ranching in the Southwest, 

Gutierrez Hubbell 

House  

Mercantile Store  
Come check out the elegant 

hand woven textiles by artist 

Juanita Jaramillo Lavadie 
 

Need a Birthday Card? 

Need some Isleta Pueblo bread? 

Need a Candle? 

Need a jar of Mango Salsa? 

Need a Toy or a Tee shirt? 

How about some Strawberry Rhubarb Jam? 

A handmade Necklace? 

 

 Come by any Tuesday,  

Thursday and/or Saturday  

between 10am and 2pm 

 and shop! 

Tessa Cordova presenting at Weaving Ourselves Whole with a glimpse 

into her dissertation Tradition and Ritual Along El Camino Real de la 

Tierra Adentro.   
Page 3 



ñHistory is a Puzzle  

and You Must Fit the Pieces Togetherò* 
Interview with Mr. Juan Carrillo by Veronica Maldonado and Arturo Castillo  

Since he was caretaker of the Gutierrez Hubbell property for several years, Mr. Juan Carrillo is aware of infor-

mation that many people are not.   He says there were many violent outbreaks which explain the Hubbell's  

gunport wall.    He remembers seeing it situated in the center of the present ten acres as a way of defense.  He 

also notes a stone house built by the Hubbells.  According to Mr. Carrillo the stone house was used as a place 

to sheer sheep.  He believed the Hubbells had owned herds of sheep and goats. The goats would always lead 

the sheep to pastures and back to the corrals.  Mr. Carrillo mentioned that Fort Craig was used by the Army to 

fight the Apache and other tribes.  Contadero Mesa was a place that would provide sheep for the army located 

at Fort Craig.  The Contadero Mesa was across the river from the Fort Craig.  He considered the Hubbell fam-

ily to be very intelligent in many ways.  They provided communities with basic necessities at the time.    

Mr. Carrillo rented portions of the Gutierrez Hubbell property to raise alfalfa from a man by the name of Rod-

riguez who had purchased the ten acres and house from the last family to live here, Louise Erdal  Hubbell and 

her husband Mr. Erdal.  Mr. Carrillo stated, ñMy biggest experience was just living here and seeing the adobe 

structure go from a rundown house to a museumò.  He also felt that he was the one to enjoy the house the 

most.  One example perhaps is his recollection of irrigating the field at midnight when he saw a huge owl the 

size of a small boy in the northwest part of the property.    

 We asked him what could make the Gutierrez Hubbell House and surrounding property a better place in his 

opinion.  He feels more antiques, plows, horses, gardens, wild life and farm tools.  He feels that wildlife is 

very important and people of today donôt seem to take care and are not geared for taking responsibility for our 

wildlife.  People now have licenses to hunt and kill animals only for the sport.  He knew that bears at one time 

would come down from the mountains to the valley in the winter.  Now one hardly sees any wildlife, he la-

ments.    He says people in the past would kill bears and pushed them aside.  He said, ñIt is a corrupt thing to 

kill bears and other wildlifeò.  

Other places like Europe and Mexico use antique buildings, like churches with huge bells, to attract tourists.  

Mr. Carrillo thinks that we should use wildlife, ñlike we did in the old days, to attract people to New Mexicoò.   

In the past many people came to see the wild horses, now there are almost none left. ñThis is because they 

were tamed and those who werenôt tamed were killed, he said.  Overall he thinks that nature is very important 

and we should appreciate and care for itò.  Mr. Carrillo, one of our elders, had many things to say in our talk 

with him.  His opinions are strong, especially his thoughts on Kit Carson é maybe for another article. 

Mr. Carrillo agrees that our world is filled with many convenient forms of communication and technology.   A 

cell phone is a good example of this. ñBut the old world had its advantagesò, said Mr. Juan Carrillo, ñitôs eas-

ier to ride a horse than a cell phoneò. 

Service Learning Interns from South Valley HS Academy 

Arturo Castillo (left) and Veronica Maldonado (right) with Mr. 

Juan Castillo (center) and his horse Nizhoni after interview.  

This information was gathered after two interviews 

done with Mr. Juan Carrillo who lives directly south of 

the Gutierrez Hubbell House, Bernalillo County Parks 

and Recreation Open Space.  He was born in Cuba, 

New Mexico in 1938 and move to Albuquerque in 

1994.   These discussions took place in December of 

2010 and January 2011 with two South Valley Acad-

emy High School sophomores, Veronica Maldonado 

and Arturo Castillo and is part of the Gutierrez Hub-

bell Oral History project, History Alive�����<�R���9�H�U�R�Q�L�F�D��
�0�D�O�G�R�Q�D�G�R���Y�H�R���D�O���V�H�x�R�U�����-�X�D�Q���&�D�U�U�L�O�O�R���F�R�P�R���X�Q���K�R�P��
�E�U�H���P�X�\���V�L�P�S�D�W�L�F�R���\���D�E�L�H�U�W�R���D���F�R�P�S�D�U�W�L�U���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�F�Õ�von 

en forma de una historia interesante al oido.   

 

 

*quote from Mr. Juan Carrillo 
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